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ABOUT THE CLWER — The bemity of the Wyamung State Capitol Hinldeng shines
thriugh al sunset. Dedication of the comerstone was celebrated an @ clear dry e
May of 1887, (e hundred yeurs later citizens from acress the shafe galhered
for a week-Tong celebration of the building’s 100th birthday.




“Ihe people should resolve that when the doors of the
eapitol shall siing open to receive the officers of the ter-
ritory, that ke who legislates for his private gain, that he
who neglects to execule and fails to hovestly administer the
laws, shall be driven from its portals forever.” Such was
the feeling expressed by Judge Joseph M. Carey, Wignmming's
delegate to Comgress, at the cornerstone laying cercmony
af the Wyoming Capitol on May 18, 1887,

Views of Wyeminy s Capitel Building (clockteise from lefl) 1888, 1910
and 1930s,




In a relatively short span of time Wyoming had
changed dramatically. At first a home only to the Indian,
Wyoming during the 19th century experienced the com-
in-g of the fur trapper and trader, the western bound
emigrant who used it only as a passageway, and several
army outposts. It was not untll after the Civil War that
Wyoming found it necessary to organize a government.

As a result of the coming of the Linion Pacific Railroad,
a line of towns sprang up along the southern portion of
Wryaming. Grenville M. Dodge, chief engineer of thee UT', lxid
out Cheyvenne in July, 1867. A year later, President An-
drew Johnson signed the Organic Act separating the area
from Dakota Territory and forming Wyoming Territory.
Almost another vear passed, however, before the territorial
government organized on May 19, 1869

With its economy bolstered by the railroad, the cattle
industry and nearby Fort . A. Bussell, Cheyenne quick-
Iy grew into the territory’s largest city and became the
logical choice for the capital. For nearly twenty years the
legislature met in various rented quarters. The prospect
of a permanent capitol building did not arise wntil 1886,
when Governor Frandis E. Warren, in his message to the
Ninth Tegislative Assembly, spoke of & need for public
buildings. "It would afford greater convenience to the
public if the various territorial offices could be brought
together in a central location.” He concluded his remarks
by stating that any expenditure for public improvements
wonld be regarded as *an investment for which the peo-
ple have something to show in the niture of assets—not
tos be counted as a loss, but an available resource. [t is bet-
ter for the termitory to own property than be compelled to
pay a high rate of interest for the use of it

The legasluture agreed and passed a bill authorizing the
construction of & Capitol with the cost not to exceed
$150,000. Warren signed the bill on March 4, 1886, and then
appointed a five man Capitol Building Commission. The
commissioners elected Erasmus Nagle, a leading Chevenne
merchant, as chairman.

Hoping to have the Capitol completed in time for the
convening of the legislature in |anuary, 1888, the commis-
sion began the selection of sibe and design, In April, they
settled upon blocks 141 and 142 on Hill Street, now known
as Capitol Avenue, costing 13,100, Next they decided on
style, “'the front to be treated on the French Rennaisance
class of architecture, the rear lo correspond, but nat 1o be
treated sn expensively.”

The comemssion then advertised for an architect and,
on May 17, 1886, chose David W, Gibbs of Toleda, Ohio.
Aware of their money limitations, the commission directed
Gibbs to draw plans “whereby additions could be erected
with future appropriations,” This he did and the commis-
sion’s final report stated: *‘the cast and west end walls be-
ing a0 constructed of brick that they will eventually, if the
wings are added, become partition walls except in the
various places where there should be doorways connect-
ing the wings with the main part. And in the construction
of said east and west end walls arches have been built per-
mitting the taking out of the brick therein without injury
to the remainder of the wall.”
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View of the comerstone laying
ceremony, May 185, 1587,
Lhgmataries starnd n:l:riqrusf}l o
the plistfors auiting the
detuwatim ard plicement of
COTETSONE



After the cormerstone was in
piace, the croud galfeered fust
wesd r_'l_f Phee unﬁrﬂhhmf I:_'n'rrn:hcu'

talding, Sevemal thowsand pec-
ple enfoyed the berberue which
amusted of pork, mutton,
frread, " 'rormerstone pickies, "
Teriside i rowsd beef,

The commission selected Adam Feick & Bro. of San-
dusky, Ohio, to construct the Capitol. Feick's winning bid
came to 5131,275.13 for a building of wood construction
with an iron tower. The contractor broke ground on Sep-
tember 9, 1886, and the Cheyenme Democratic Leader in-
dicated Feick “*had men and teams busily engaged in mak-
ing the dirt fly."”

The following May, the Cheyenne Duily Sen commented
upon whal was “'the occasion of the greatest mililary and
civic demomstration ever witnessed in the history of the
city,” that being the laying of the Capitol cornerstone on
May 18, 1887, The planning committee for the celebration
invited “all residents and citizens of the territory,” and
expected contingents from Nebraska and Colurado as well.

Freparations for the celebration took weeka. A large
force of men constructed a makeshift cook house, a series
of termporary tables just west of the Capital which was
envugh to seat 400 peaple at one time, and farther west
a fifty foot long barbecue pit, five feet wide and four and
a half feet deep. An eightly foot long shed covered the pit.

The day dawned blue and by afternoon a few white
couds appeared to temper the sun’s rays. Cheyenne banks
and businesses closed their doors at noon and at 1,30 p.m.
a grand parade began. According to the Sun, United States
troops from Fort DA, Russell, bicyclists, bands, firemen,
territorial and city officals, many different soceties and
the Grand Lodge AF. and AM. of Wyoming and other
Masonic bodies marched through Cheyenne's streets, past
flag and streamer coverad buildings, ending the parade at
the partially finished Capitol.

As the crowd gathered, the Masons took their posi
tions on a temparary platiorm built at the comerstone o
the lett of the Capitol entrance. The cornerstane, a fine
picce of Rawlins sandstone, hung suspended by a derrick.

Seooped oot of its under surface was sulficient space to
aclmit a copper box sixteen inches in length, twelve inches
wide and seven inches deep. In it were placed items such
as the laws of Wyoming, an impression of the great seal
of the territory, various territorial newspapers, imetables
of the Union Pacific Railroad and several pholographs.
After a short prayer, Judge W.L. Kuykendall of the
Masonic Lodge read the entire list of items, “with the ex-
ceplion of some which had been placed in the box for their
uwn amusement of for reasons best known o themselves
(and of which no mention was made in the schedule).”

After the comerstone was in place, Grand Master
Mavis conducted the masonic ceremonies usual o such oc-
casions. Judge Joseph M, Carey followed with a stirring
speech on the early history of Wyoming and remarked that
the Capitol should be **devoted to those of wisdom, good
government and righteous law, which hereafter shall be
cnacted within it.” Governor Thumas Moonlight then, ac-
cording to the Sun, ““made a very happy address which
was frequently interrupted by applause.™

The Capitol"s commerstone i visible as won enter the bulding from
the Sonth



After the official ceremony, the crowd thronged to the
barbecne just west of the Capitol. The menu consisted of
potk, mutton, bread, “comerstone pickles,” lemonade and
roast beef. The Sun reported *“the fare was unusually good
and tasted all the better frum the fact of keen appetites and
being eaten out of doors, Several hours were thus oc-
cupied, relays of people rapidly following each other.”
That evening, the Irish Benevolent Society hosted a grand
ball, at which the dancing “was kept up until an carly
hour.” The celebration proved to be a grand success.

The Capitol would not be completely finished until
March, 1888, but already on that fine day in May, 1887,
Wyomingites took pride in their new building overlook-
ing the city park. The building was a modern one, being
thoroughly wired and plumbed for electric light, gas and
water. It also included a heating and ventilating system.
The stone used in the foundation and steps came from Fort
Collins, Colorado, while the stone in the superstructure
was from a quarry in Rawlins, Wyoming. Because of poor
guality, the commission rejected several shipments of
Rawlins stone. Chairman Nagle then used the rejected
blocks to build himself a home on 17th Street in Cheyenne.
By the 1950s, this stone began to flake and crumble,

necessitating a stuooo covenng, and thereby confirming the
commission’s judgment.

The Capital Building Commission submitted its final
report on March 31, 1888, but already the Territurial Leg-
islative Assembly had passed a bill providing 215,000 for
the building of more public institutions. The amount in-
cluded §125,000 for adding wings to the Capitol. Moonlight
vetoed the expenditure, however, claiming the building
was large enough for at least s more vears and fearing
an increased burden on Wyoming taxpayers. Nevertheless,
both houses of the legislature overrode his veln and
Mounlight reluctantly appointed the second Capitol
Building Commission.

The second commission, following their predecessor,
selected David W. Gibbs as the architect, They then chose
Cheyenne contractor Moses P. Keefe's bid of $117,504 for
conatruction. The commissicn accepted the additional
wings on April 4, 1890, and resolved, *‘we believe in this
building are to be found greater room and comfort and
muore elegance and taste, than in any other struchure of like
cost in the United States.” The completion of this building
in 1890 could not have been more appropriate, since on
July 10 of that year, Wyoming attained Statehond.,

The Cheyenne Daily Sun reported the
cirningg evenls of the big day m this arti-
cle in its My 78, 1887, issue. The parade
that daw oas the lrgest ever seent in he
termidory.
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DAWN OF THE DAY,

\ Big Event in the History of

Laying of the Territorial Capi-
tol Cornerstone.

All Arrangements For the (‘ere-
mony Now Completed.

The absorbing event of to-day will
be the layving of the eoruer stone of
territorial eapitol with all the
attendant cercmonies.

the Territory.

Visitors have

already begun to arrive in town
in anticipation of the event, and the
trains from the west will bring a big
influx of people from various parts
of the territory.




[Abowe) Workmen posed for @ photograph as the first wings of the Capitel building neared completion. (Below) This eriginal 1588 phutigraph shoes
the interior of the Cigrtal. Note the water firucet on the wall fo the rght of the stermuese, For obs fime, the Capifol wes considered fo be quile modermn,
what with rmnning water, electricity and centralized heating.




l_f the Cay =4
and craftemmsiip
herry wood doors o
the bl

o



By the second decade of the 20th century, the Capitol
had become overcrowded. In 1913, Governar Joseph M.
Carey stated in his message lo the state legislature: “The
question of obtaining sufficient room to do the work that
is required under the direction of the state officers, has
become a serivus one. "’

The legislature did not grant Carey’s request, however,
and it was not until 1915 that the Wyoming Senate and
House took action. In January of that vear, Covernor John
B. Kendrick, in his message to the legislature, reiterated
Carey’'s plea for more space and added, “the congested
conditivn of the capitol building, as suggested by Gover-
nar Carey at that time as a serious and urgent need, has
today become an absolute and imperative necessity, and
it is extremely important that prompt measures should be
taken to rebieve this condition.”” Apparently the legislative
bodies concurred as they provided for the building of addi-
tional wings.

The third Capitol Bulding Commission designated
William Dubois of Cheyvenne as the architect for the addi-
tions, On September 6, 1915, the commission awarded the
building contract to John W. Howard, also of Cheyenne,
who had bid §140,7%0. Howard completed the two wings
by March 13, 1917. With the final additions, the Capitol
is approximately 300 feet in length and 83 to 112 feet wide
exclusive of approaches.

The last additions serve both chambers of the Wyo-
ming legislature. The Senate meets in the west wing and
the House of Representatives in the cast. Each chamber
cuntains four murals painted by Allen True al a cost of 3500
each. The murals represent various themes in Wyoming's
history. The Senate displays ““Indian Chief Cheyenne,”
“Frontier Cavalry Officers,”” “Tony Express Rider'” and
“Railroad Builders—Surveyors.” “Cattlemen,” “Trap-
pers,”” "Homesteaders’” and **Stagecoach” appear in the
House. The ceiling of each chamber features beautiful
stained glass, with the seal of the State of Wyoming in the
center.

Entering the Capitol through the main entrance visitors
approach the rotunda. It measures thirty (et in diameter
and 54 feet from floor to stained glass dome above. On the
wall of the main entranceway are three carved marble
plagues commemorating the three separate commissions
responsible for the Capitol construction

On the rght as you enter the rohunda is the Gover-
nor's office. Every Wyoming Governor since 1888 has oc-
cupied this office, induding Governaor John E. Oshorne,
whose occupation of it was unique, 1o say the least. In
Movember, 1892, Osbome, a Democrat, appeared to have
won the gubernatorial election, However, returms from Fre-
mont and Converse counties were delaved so acling
Governor Amas Barber did not effically confirm Osborne’s
victory, Apparently not willing to wait any longer,
Osbormne, on December 2, had himself sworn in by a notary
public and moved into the Governor's office. The
democratic Cheyenne Daily Leader applaaded Osborne's ac-

tions while the republican Chevorme Dimly Sun accused him
of usurpation and reported he broke into the office
through a window during the eartly morning hours,
cladming he “displayed the agility of a trained monkey "
Osborne eventually became the offical governor, but not
before much mudslinging in the newspapers and not
before a colorful E'pliil'lde had been added to '..’l,-':rnmin_p;':
history.

I'he most striking outside feature of the building is the
dome. From the grade of the building to the top of the
dome spire is 146 feet. Wyoming's is one of the few state
capitol domes covered with gold leaf. At first an unattmac-
tive oxidized copper-covered dome, it was gilded in 1900
and then regilded four times: 1924, 1953, 1979 and 1986,
The gold leaf is purchased in rolls 67 fect long and one-
half inch wide. Less than one ounce is needed for the en-
tire dome.

Renovation of the Capitol began in 1974 and was com-
pleted in 1980 at a cost of $7 million. Work included strip
ping and staining all woodwaork, re-stenciling the original
frieze, replacing wooden floor beams and floors with steel
and concrete, and modernizing the wirng, heating, plumb-
ing and air conditioning. Because reapportionment hiad
added to the number of legislators, enlargement of the
Huuse Chamber also was necessary.

The pek af the dome s 146 bigh and 507 in diameter. It is gilded with
24 comat goid loaf and Ias been gilded five limes. The fisd fime (i 75900)
Hhree layers of glh'ar .'m.r" iere acied ime imer Hhe her on the orfginl
TBHT opper. In 1979 the origimal copper shesling was remoed, guild
leafed ina shop, and thew i lled on the diene The dimne woes lonfod
TR i 1986, ax i showr shope.
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Tri front of the Capitol stands & mumismen! (o Esther Hobart Mor-

ris, Mrs. Morris wes instrumental in estoblishing Wyoming as the
“Equality State.”” O Devemcher 10, 1869, Wyoming was the first

riement in the world grantmyg women he right fo vote, A

replice of the siatue stands in Stetuary Holl at the nation’s Capitol
in Washingfon, [2,0.

On the Capitol grounds stand several memorials. In
fromt of the main entrance is a statue of Esther Hobart Mor-
ris, a replica of which is located in the Linited States
Capitol. Morris advocated woman suffrage and served as
the first woman Justice of the Peace, holding this position
for eight and a hall months during 1870 at South Pass City,
Wryoming. The grounds alse contain a stame dedicated to
those who participated in the Spanish American War and
a replica of the Liberty Bell. John W. Snyder, Secretary of
the Treasury under President Harry Truman, presented the
bell ta the people of Wyoming as an inspirational symbel
of the United States Bond Independence Dirive which oc-
curred in 1950. During the drive, the bell, its dimensions
identical to the original in Philadelphia, was displayed in
every part of the state.

The most recent addition to the grounds is a bronze
sculpture titled * The Spirit of Wyoming. " It is located be-
tween the Capitol and the Herschler Building to the north.
Sculptor Edward J. Fraughton conceived of it as a symbol
representing Wyoming, According to him, Tt pradses a
people, past, present and future, and illustrates the strug-
gle of animal and man against nature and time. "

The Capitol's grounds are landscaped simply, but with
dignity. Flower beds to the east and west of the building
replaced reflecting pools. Once surrounded by a wrought-
iron fence, blue spruce and elm trees now border the lawn,

The Capitol no longer overlooks a city park. Many
years ago Wyoming state government outgrew the con-
fines of the Capitol and several state office buildings stand
just south of it, such as the Supreme Court, Barrett and
Hathaway buildings. The Herschler Building stands di-
rectly north.

For more than one hundred years Wyoming's Capitol,
its background the distant snow-covered mountains, has
misen as 4 symbol of the spint of Wyoming's people, The
Chevenne Daily Leader evinced the state’s pride in its
neoclassical Capitol when it boasted in 1890; “In all
Cheyenne, which is preeminently a city of handsome
buildings, no structure compares in massiveness and beau-
ty with Wyoming's state-house, a noble structure at the
head of Capitol avenue.” A century later this stabement
still holds true.

Due to copyright
restrictions, the
i WSAremoved
i certain parts of the :
i original document. :
This change
affects pages 8, 9,
11. 14, and 15.

..................................
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Taking the stairs to the thrd floor of the Capitol is @ four within
itself. close look at the delicate hand-putrted sl
work and Hhe rich cherry wood thut 1 weead teroughot the building,

In this wirmwe from the second fioor balcory yow can see the origing markle fToor. Renooated during the 19705, the floor was lifted so thet the aood
benemth it could be replaced with cememt. Like the elegan? staimess, mt's- of the weedwark in the Capilol is cherry, imported by vl from Sandusi,
hh..- Choer HJI‘ rw-r ome- h.llr-:rm years @ L'uld.up of narmis .|| pessitating more Hhan three Thousand gallims of
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This chandelier hung in the erigingl Howse of Kepresen-
tutives o lefer e Supreste Coned Room. It is one of
the aldest and most elaborate n the Cagetol. I now hengs
i Rowere 302 which originally housed the Wyoming State
Musenm

The intricate designs located jusl below the dome are ail

haned peimded replicas of the orginals, These were all
restenciied g5 part of the major reremation,




Abape the center af the Capitol s Rotundn = g sparkiing steined giess, aasily @ work of art within itself. The biwe and green hues of the glass whick
was imported from Erglond 5 achially tuv-sided. The upper side glistens with red, orange and yellow shades.
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The west wing of Ehe Capitol (completed in
1917) houses The Senale Chawber. Four large
muruls by Allen True are on wieme here, as s @
paimting by joseph Henry Sharp titled “Alang
the Little Big Horn. " Purchased by Govermy
John H. Krmdrack f:lr hes u!.zugll:irr_. .Rur_u Mn'_w
in 1815, the painting was later donated by
Miss Kendrick i the state’s permuinend arf
coflection.
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The ceilings of both the Senale (Teft)
House (right) chambers are in-loid with ex-
queszte staimed glass with the Wyoming Shate
Seal displayed prominently m the center af
auch. The oubade of fhe ploss is covered by @
Plexiglass dome which allows sunlight to show
through while protecting the stained glass from
the elrmets,




[ Wyoming s serond state legislabire adopited the

Greal Seal of the State of Wyoming in 1893,

The tume dafes om the senl, TGS qrd 1590,

commemorale the organization of the Terrilorinl

Gureernment and Wyming's admissiim ffa

the Union a5 fthe 4dth state. The draped fgure

in the center symbolizes the political sfatus

woemen aluays hooe enjoyed i e tr. The

male figures hypify Hhe livestock and mining in- |
dheskrisy af Wyming.

The House of Representalives Chamdber w
added i 1917, Foner mumuls parded by Allen
True prigr to 1920 can be found here. Also an

' o il pairtings by artist £ W.
g5 of Sheriden,
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